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By Veronica K. Meu ry 


Expanding Horizons: Helping 
Students Redefine Educational 
and Career Opportunities 


POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION, OF NEARLY 
ANY KIND, CAN BE AN 
INVESTMENT WORTH 
MAKING, AS LONG AS 
THE INVESTMENT FITS 


THE STUDENT. 



is nice presid&nr n ni menititt i\mm of Ihe Unh/ercd Ted™ I 
litsririiii Fcuwfcrrm. She can k t«nracid or wnwy@uii.odbL 


T eachers, counselors 
AND SCHOOL ADMINIS- 
TRATORS PLAY A HUGE 
ROLE IN HELPING STUDENTS 

and thrir film i lies udm the tight college 
:i a it l ca ree r | m h , G u id mg fu in w g rath i- 
sucs who aren't interested in a traditional 
coll ege c di i cat i on is an esp ecia 1 ly im - 
porta iH undertaking. Tor many parents, 
having children opt out of college L a 
devastating blow that can make them led 
t [ tai 1 3 it j r have flu like d 1 1 ic ir J i 1 t l-l I exam i 1 1 
parenting Educaioi-s have an tnipcriant 
responsibility to assure these parents dial 
there art 1 other avenues to a fu Milling, 
rc lev a 1 1 t and s taco ess fu ! ca re cr. 

Of the nearly 3 million Americans 
who graduated from high school between 
October 2006 and October nearly 

one-third— or one million— did not go on 
to college dial fall, according to the U.S. 
fkirau of Labor SiaLisiirs. Studies shew 
ihsii there are a variety of reason?! these 
remaining graduates da not enter college 
siTut high sehnnl., ranging from I- 
ficiem availability and understanding of 
financial aid to reluctance tp acciiniuhilr 
do hi [Venn college loan*; to concern about 
miasrd tu Filing opportunities i I'll ley JoiVl 
immediately enter die worklprce, Hut we 
know that postsecondary education, of 
nearly any kind, can be an investment 
worth making, as long as the Investment 
fits. the student. 

American College Testing ("ACT) says 
shat 25 percent of freshmen m an average 
yifcar ilrvtr make It through tbdrstipho- 
more yea a 1 before thro wing in the towel. 
For these * indents, valuable lime and 
money h squandered, arid their future 


becomes oncer tain. Clearly, postsecond- 
a ry educ a lion is n ot a one -size- It t & -all 
proposition — rather it's a personal, 
individual investment, and students need 
guidance to make decisions that lit. Edu- 
cators and arhnittisi ratlins have a great 
opportunity to help high school students 
and their families become better informed 
about l heir options, die costs, and future 
earning potential m dial they can make 

suinri education choices, Advisers should 

encourage parents and SLudcms to think 
as bmndly as possible about the future, 
and understand that the right education 

may look nothing like tlu: traditional 
collide experience. Career and technical 
c d tt t ut i c m ofle rs m t t iici : ou s c >p \ jor tu 1 1 id cs 

for ^tubenls |o a passion while 

learning ihe skills to command a re ward ■ - 
i iiir living; 

A s fa m i 3 ies c< insider va rio u s oj Jt i o n s, 
in cl it ding technical education, help them 
a n swe r 1 1 ic sc e n m i m in qp i o ns: 

Isn't a Fouryear College Degree 
Criffcnl for a Successful Career? 

A fpqr-year college degree is not neccssar- 
i ly c ri tic a ] fur a st lccc s s f ii 1 ca i c-c r. > Vh i 3 e 
ihiil ill Eiy be the irudillunnl path for inaily 
students, dir path m an advanced educa- 
tion should fit with a student s career 
aspiration^ skills and learning style- The 
U S. Department of Labor estimates there 
ei rc in o re t hi 1 1 1 50 i rii II ion jc >1 ra i ha i r im i : i 
require a college degree, bnt most nf these 
jobs do require skills available from a 
technical sclionh 

When talking to parent about the 
future of their son or daughter, numbers 
c ; u i spea k vo It i 1 ue s , 1 hr <hr a fta tion t af 
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0 ul Uhdk Handbook t published tiy the 13 nrc;-ui 
of Labor Statistics,, is a resource thru can 
help educators provide statistical rcas- 
s 11 ra n e 1 1 hs a I a tech meal caret* r I las g i' rat 
promise and long-term financial sec uriiy. 
For exA mpk-, the dcrtiaild lor automotive 
service ledinkians is expected 10 increase 
] 4 1 x-a ce n 1 1 h rough 2 0 1 6 , c on 1 | 1 a r eel 10 10 
percent lor all other occupations. Mere 
than l KUHN) new jobs vet 11 be added over 
the next decade. 

Do Technical Schools Offer the Some 
Kind of Structure and Support that 
Four-year Colleges are Known for? 

The right technical school may rec|uiiT 
leaving home; this can be more than a 
little scary Tor everyone in Llie family, It is 
important for parents to fed assured ghat 
a technical school will have learning as its 
central foe tit. To calm worries, advisers 
should mggpsi Web sites lor p&renu to re- 
view tc Tin it’id schools offering programs 


hi tiidi H.OE1 or d a ug liter’s area of intcrtsL 
Mi re are ±1 couple recommended Web stirs: 

www, car-e er, org 

w ww.yourc areereol Lege .com 

Advise parents, if possible, ionite a 
lour of the campus and classrooms with 
their children to gain a sense of the over- 
all environment as well as the support he- 
tween the students and the stall, Rnnicid 
them to also ask about support services to 
assist students in [hiding housing, health 
cure or pari -lime jobs, especially if it is in 
their child 1 * best imprest to relocate. 

Will My Cliild's Learning 
Style Be Considered? 

A technical school should offer programs 
that evaluate and support the student ’s 
learning style so lie car she can be suc- 
cessful-, Schools liter Universal Techni- 
cal Iiim£ute(UTIh —a leading provider 


( if LC cl id it ei I rt 1 uca lion ft ir in cl i vi d 11 ei Is 
seeking careers us pro&ssuiual automo- 

1 IVL , d iCsC I , CO Him Oil ic p A IT, ill 0 tO fCyC lc 

and marine technician!;. accomplishes 

this through pivigramming designed to 
ithpmvC cite h student's learning, retention 
ai it I j< >1 > p e r E< n m n uu i re , 

Do Technical Schools 
Offer Financial Aid? 

Tee 1 13 1 lc ! s Lud n its a re gene ra I ly c ligi h lc 
for federal Title I V iiiuuidai aid, but some 
schools offer additional funds to support 
tedi nic a 1 education, Some schools even 
h ave 1 h c i r ovv 11 cha rii a b lc Fa n n da 1 ioi is , As 
a503(e)3 nonprofit, the UTI Foundation 
p r ov i ties q 1 ml i f iec I s t ut l en rs vviiii scliol a r- 
ships and grams, Major consider atioii is 
placed on students* charm icr references 
and personal essays expressing ilidr 
desire to receive it technical education 
ii3 :i particular Geld r In 2008, the U 1 1 
Lv >lukI hi i e n awa rdc 1 1 ci earl y S 1 mill i< m 1 o 



Get a Grip 


Afore than S0 t 000 successful 
Johnson & V&itles University 
graduates live and work across the 
United States and in 140 countries 
a round the world* hired by more 
than lyOOO companies worldwide* 


JOHNSON & WALES 

UNIVERSITY 


I 800 DIAL-JWU (342 -5598) WWW.JWU.EDU 

Providence, RL Morth Miami, Fla, Denver, Colo. Charlotte, N.C. 

College of Bu si ire 5 . 5 . College of Culinary Arts The Hospitality College School of Technology Graduate School 


www.ciG-fetiriilne.org 
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EDUCATORS CAN PLAY A VERY IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN HELPING PARENTS AND STUDENTS 
DISCOVER AND FOLLOW THE RIGHT PATH NOW. 
SMART EDUCATION CHOICES WILL MAKE A 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THEIR FUTURE. 


u \ i< k ills pi irsui ng t c s:h nical train in g pro- 
grans at UTTs 10 campus n a lion wi dp. 

Lsi addition, to scholarship*, tome foun- 
dations may offer 01 her supportive pm- 
grams to technical students. For example, 
die UTl Foundation's Student Emergency 
I u nt 1 1 irov ides e ligi hlc si ude n is w i i li fo o d , 
toiletries and clothing, as well as grants 
li.hr such critical expenses as rent, utilities 
and health ore bills 

What Can My Child 
Expert After Graduation? 

Consider the current and future jot > 
demands lor the technical industry. Job 


pi atx me nt a ssi 3 i li n cc a s- ai i i i n j i on ; m i s err- 
vice that ail technical schools should offer. 
Understanding ihc school's relationship 
M'hli leading : ndustry manufacturers in 
the area of focus is important when evalu- 
ating the schools placement percentage;. 
Advise pan ins to ask about the school's 
alliances with business and industry as 
well as the placement rate for stud exits ixi 
its programs Key relationships with 25 
manufacturer^ coupled w ith jobs skills 
that arc in demand, help UTI place more 
than 90 percent of its giuduaEcs in jobs* 
after graduation. 

When trying to sdcct u technical 


school , not only should counselors and 
lic Iminis trail >r s tel I p a re n ts so L < sok For h igl i 
place mem numbers, but parents should 
a ho factor in advance me nt oppnrumil ies 
alter their child earns a technical degree. 
Students graduating' from a technical pro- 
gram can earn comfortable ineomtss and 
good bene Ills. With the right accredita- 
tion!; and experience,, to me graduates ran 
com mand s-i x-l igt ire is it :om es . 

There are many pathways to a 
undents fulfilling and successful life. 
Educators can play a wry important role 
in helping paicni s and students discover 
an d iol In -w 1 1 ic right j> m I i n ow .Smart 
e d n cat i tin c ho it es wi 1 1 m a k e a sig n i ft cant 
impact orulidr future. Q 


Interested *n eaptering \hh 
topic hud^r? DiSCui! if with 
yoeir colleagues, on l ho ACTE kfwns. oi 

www.aqteonli.ne.org/tau maspijc 



It's So East Being Green! 
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3rd Annual ACTE-NOCTI 
Pre-Convention Assessment Conference 


Wednesday, November 18 « 12:30-6:15 pm 

Register at acteonline.org 


Nashville, TN 


Dr. James Stone, Keynote Speaker 

National Research Center for Career & Technical Education 


>. 


Turn Green Standards into Curriculum 
Wind Energy and Green Building: 

Industry Update and Program Implementation 
Pennsylvania Technical Assistance Program 
NRCCTEyNOCTI Research Study 

www nocti.arjj ■ 600. $34 £3 AfTE X rtghfil l ir 




College Credit fur Attendance Now Available Contact Pete Magnus or * pmagnuson@acteonline.org* 800.826.9912 
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